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Hello to everyone, 

It is your co-president, Chuck, once again.  Happy Spring to all.  We have had 

some really nice days recently have we not?  And in spite of the beautiful    

sunshine, we have also seen some welcome days of much needed               

precipitation. 

As most of you already know, our meeting this month, on the 28th, will not be 

held at our usual meeting site.  Instead, we are having a different format and a 

different time.  I hope you will all enjoy viewing some local art at the Bank of 

America building, followed by a visit to our newly re-opened and refurbished 

Padre Hotel.  I have heard the food and amenities there 

are quite nice. 

In May, we return to the Veteran’s Hall for a traditional 

meeting. We are eagerly awaiting a group of Indonesian 

scouts, both boys and girls, who will be welcomed in May.  

This is a cooperative venture between our club and the   

local scout associations.  We expect to meet all the 

scouts at our meeting in May. And in case you missed it, 

we have been invited to Hay River, Canada, as our out-

bound exchange in September of 2011.  Look for more information in this 

newsletter on this spectacular location. 

So on behalf of your new executive board, I remain yours in friendship, 

Chuck Switzer, co-president. 

Our hearts go out to our other co-president, Caroline West and husband 

John, who must be suffering greatly for 4 weeks in Cancun.  Poor dears.  

Actually, we wish we were there. 

EARTH DAY     

 APRIL 22 



     CALENDAR 2010  

 

General Meeting                                   April  28                       

Cardiff, Wales Outbound                     June  

Leicestershire, UK Inbound                September       

FF International  Conference              October 16-18 

Lamphun, Thailand Outbound           November 15 
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APRIL 28TH FFI MEETING 

THE YOUNGER GALLERY OF CONTEMPORARY ART 

AND 

TOUR THE PADRE HOTEL 

WHERE TO MEET FIRST: 

1430 TRUXTON AVENUE  

BANK OF AMERICA BUILDING, BAKERSFIELD 

(FREE PARKING ON TOP OF THE BUILDING) 

TIME: 

4:00 PM FOR A PRESENTATION BY THE ARTS COUNCIL OF KERN                                    

AND A DOCENT TOUR OF THE WORK OF:  

CLAUDIA TRUE AND FRIENDS 

“UNDER THE ENFLUENCE” 

 

5:15 PM AT THE PADRE HOTEL FOR A TOUR OF THE REMODELD HOTEL AND ROOMS 

(VALET PARKING AVAILABLE AT THE HOTEL OR CARPOOL AND PARK ON THE STREET) 

 
REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED AT THE YOUNGER GALLERY BUT SOME MEMBERS MAY 

CHOOSE TO DINE AT THE PADRE AFTER THE TOUR                                                                

**If you are planning to dine at the Padre Hotel after the meeting at the Younger Gallery,  

you need to call the hotel to make your own dinner reservation at the restaurant of your 

choice.  The Padre Hotel number is (661)-427-4900** 

April Birthdays 

Frieda Jackson 4/10 

Claudia Keith 4/13 

Julia Linfesty 4/13 

Mildred Gibson 4/24 

Ana Lucia Chiles 4/28 
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Hay River, known as "the Hub of the North"[6] is a town in the Northwest Territories, Canada, located on 

the south shore of Great Slave Lake, at the mouth of the Hay River. The town is separated into two     

sections,  a new town  and an old town, with the Hay River Airport between them. The town is in the 

South Slave Region, and along with Fort Smith is one of the two regional centres.[7] 

HAY RIVER, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

CLIMATE 

Hay River has a subarctic 

climate with summer lasting 

for about three months. Al-

though winter temperatures 

are    usually below freezing, 

every month of the year has 

seen temperatures above 

10˚C (50˚F). Rainfall, which 

can occur throughout the 

year, averages 203.1 mm 

(8.0 in) and snowfall 125 cm 

(49.2 in). From December to 

January on average there 

are 58.7 days when the 

wind chill is below ī30, 

which indicates that frost-

bite may occur within 10 – 

30 minutes.[ 

                                                                                             Mayor Kelly Schofield 

                           Hello and welcome to the Town of Hay River.   

                                  During the winter season we have a multitude of recreational 

          activities to keep you busy.  We offer cross country skiing ,   

         sliding and tobogganing. Snowmobiling is also a popular                      

         recreation in Hay River.     

        In the summer months there are even more options available to 

        you.  With our sandy beaches on the fringe of  Canada’s second 

largest lake, and almost endless hours of sunlight, we offer a sun seeker’s        

paradise.  If lazing around isn’t an option, there are many other choices for you; 

backpacking or canoeing through our many beautiful community and territorial 

parks in the south Slave Region.  Our local 9-hole golf course, bordering the winding 

Hay River, offers the beauty of nature with the odd glimpse of local wildlife. 

I’m sure you will find the people in Hay River our greatest attribute.  The are friendly, 

compassionate and helpful.  Many of these people started out like you.  They came 

for a visit, but felt compelled to stay.  This says a lot about our close knit community 

and the people in it.  Experiencing Hay River is going to be an unforgettable         

experience for you that will be etched in you memories forever. 

Come to Lamphun, Thailand for the exchange November 

15th to the 22nd. November is the best month to visit Thailand 
and is the month that has many festivals, one of which we will 
participate in. Lamphun has ancient sites and relics and is sur-
rounded by forests, mountains and enchanting lakes. There are 
many Buddha statues, and Buddha may have once stayed there.  
There are also ancient architectural works and the Mae Ping    
National Park. Lamphun is the home of the longan, a protein rich fruit. 

Lamphun is only 26 kilometers from Chiang Mai, the second largest city in Thailand and  
an hour from Elephant Nature Park. It is also known as an artisans center, and the   
ancient city is growing into a new cosmopolitan identity. You will see reams of silk,   
delicate silver jewelry and original art works. To see all of this, send me a $400 deposit 
and an ambassadorõs application.  Hope to see you there. 

Ben Goossen, Exchange Director  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hay_River,_Northwest_Territories#cite_note-HRH-5#cite_note-HRH-5
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Town
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northwest_Territories
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Slave_Lake
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hay_River_(Canada)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hay_River_Airport
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Slave_Region
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Smith,_Northwest_Territories
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hay_River,_Northwest_Territories#cite_note-6#cite_note-6
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subarctic_climate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subarctic_climate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wind_chill
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frostbite
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frostbite
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hay_River,_Northwest_Territories#cite_note-24#cite_note-24


WHAT IS FRIENDSHIP 

FORCE?                                       

The Friendship Force is a non-profit 

organization sponsoring people to people 

exchanges of individuals and families to 

over fifty nations of the world. It brings 

people of the world together through home 

hospitality experiences that can build 

lasting bonds of friendship  

www.ffkern.org 
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FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF KERN 

COUNTY                                  

PO BOX 2552                         

BAKERSFIELD, CA 93303  

OFFICERS 2010  

           Co- Presidents: Chuck Switzer, 588 - 4553 and Caroline West, 325 - 6223                                    

Vice President, Stu Koch, 817 - 8615                        Secretary, Dolly Hei 746 - 4107                                            

Treasurer, Steve McCalley 587 - 4840                        Past President, Sandra Larson, 746 - 6056                                    

        

STANDING COMMITTEES                                                               

Director of Exchanges                  Ben Goossen  746 - 4789   

Membership        Susan Eagle  873 - 7751          

Exchange Treasurer        Marie Krause                             758 - 2537           

Hospitality        Phyllis Campbell                         832 - 1586                         

Publicity        Nancy Hazle                              835 - 9434        

Telephone        Julia Linfesty                           831 - 0629        

Newsletter        Joan Florence                            808 - 5133        

Raffle                                 Bob Laramee                              588 - 1463          

Interclub         Judy Chase                               854 - 3956          

Supplies Inventory         Hildie Elges                             871 - 3442        

EXCHANGE DIRECTORS                                                          

2009 Inbound Domestic Las Vegas, Claudia Keith, 324 - 1239                                     

2009 Inbound Hannover, Germany, Frieda Jackson, 873 - 9661                                     

2009 Inbound Domestic, Western North Carolina, Marie Krause, 758 - 2537                              

2009 Inbound Open World, Brian & Kay Pitts, 588 - 8437                                       

2009 Outbound La Serena, Chile,  Chuck Switzer,  588 - 4553                                  

2009 Outbound Houston, Texas, Trish Goossen, 746 - 4789                                                                                                          

2010 Inbound Houston, Texas, Nancy Hazle, 835 - 9434                                              

2010 Inbound England, Pauline Larwood, 871 - 6090                                            

2010 Outbound Thailand, Ben Goossen, 746 - 4789                                               

2010 Outbound Cardiff UK (Global), Sandra Larson, 746 - 6056                                                               


