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Just an hour ago, we concluded a board 

meeting, and once again I am amazed 

at the energy and dedication of your 

board.  We have a lot of projects in 

the works and more to come!  

Ned reported on the task she accepted 

with the Boy Scouts, helping with ar-

rangements for travel to the 

Jamboree in 2010.  We took 

a poll and of the five men at 

the table, four were former 

scouts!  (The other was 

YMCA!)  Great programs that 

help develop future great 

community members.  We 

voted to back up our part-

nership with a $200 dona-

tion to their scholarship 

fund.  Look forward to a program on 

this topic!  

Tomorrow night Vice President Stu Koch 

has a meeting planned with program 

committee volunteers.  After the Feb-

ruary meeting, there are 8 more meet-

ings in 2009.  If you have a program 

idea that you could arrange and follow 

through on, contact Stu.  

Marie Krause has accepted and the 

board has confirmed her appointment 

as ED for the domestic exchange with 

Western North Carolina.  They arrive 

May 28th, so save some time on your 

calendar for them, and let Marie know 

what you can do to help.  We look for-

ward to returning the hospitality we 

enjoyed when visiting them.  Marie is 

also stepping into her new job as ex-

change treasurer ñour thanks to Eileen 

Krauter for the years of service!  

Frieda Jackson already has a great list 

of home hosts for the Han-

nover FF ambassadors who ar-

rive June 16th.  If you were-

nõt at the meeting in January, 

make sure you contact her for 

a home host application.  

Trish Goossen knows more 

about Texas FF clubs than 

anyone else in our club!  She 

has been working on our do-

mestic exchange to Houston, 

and just about has the details done.  

If you would like to be on the waiting 

list for that trip, be sure to let her 

know. 

Chuck Switzer is looking for only a few 

more good travelers to go with him to 

La Serena, Chile and on to the Galapa-

gos!!  What a great adventure.   Donõt 

be left out.  Contact him soon if you 

havenõt already.          (cont. on pg. 2)  

Our speaker for Feb who was a 

very good sport about looking 

òferociousó at request of ex-

change leader Sandra Larson 



CALENDAR 2009   

World Friendship day                                   March 1 

Western Regional Leadership Conf.            May 4-6 

Western North Carolina                     May 28-June 1  

Asia Pacific Wine and Roses                       June 4ð8    

Hannover, Germany Inbound                  June 16-23                                                                

Edmonton, Canada Festival                August 19-28  

La Serena, Chile outbound                       October 3  

International Conf. in Okinawa              Nov. 19-22 
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REGULAR MEETING 

WED., FEB. 25              6:30 p.m.ñVeterans Hall on Mt.  

Vernon SOUP SUPPER!!!               Donation ñ $2.00   

Program : JAPANõS TRUE NORTH.  Come see the Sea of Ok-

hotsk.  View the farm lands and forests.  Enjoy the National 

Parks with lakes and mountain vistas.  Our speaker Bob 

Kuyper will share photos in a powerpoint presentation of Hok-

kaido, a beautiful, relatively sparsely populated Island of Ja-

pan, the home of the Ainu. 

For a great preview, those of you with access to the web might 

like to read a new York Times travel article.  It is a description 

of another manõs travel in the area and his meeting with peo-

ple there.  The link itself is long and awkward, but if you just 

google òJapanõs True North New York Timesó, it should take 

you right there. 

(continued from page 1)                                       

The board voted to recommend to the club that we 
accept the proposed matching assignments for 2010 
including an outbound Global exchange to Cardiff UK, 
an inbound from Leicestershire and an outbound to 
Lamphun, Thailand!  We will present this proposal to 
members at the February meeting, Wednesday the 
25th.  The Global exchange is a new concept and we 
are asked to consider the invitation to be the sponsor-
ing club.  

The board also worked on and voted to adopt the pro-
posed budget for 2009 which will be shared at the 
meeting on the 25th.  Lyle Carter is working on ways 
to obtain the additional photos needed for our photo 
directory.  Bob Laramee has an idea that could help all 
of us become more adept with the computer.  

Joan Florence sent word that she needs articles for 
the newsletter as soon as possible this month.  One of 
the articles will remind members that Kathleen Kress 
will be at our meeting to accept our donations of 
lightly used luggage/packs.   

There were more great ideas and activities, but I sus-
pect Joan (and our readers) will appreciate it if I stop 
here and let the articles speak for themselves.  

In Friendship, Sandra Larson, President  

LIGHTLY USED LUGGAGE AND BACKPACKS.  If you 

have luggage you arenõt  using, you can 

clear some room in your closet with a do-

nation to the children of our community 

who are most in need.  These are the chil-

dren who through no fault of their own 

enter the Foster Care System when their parents are not 

in a position to provide care.  Our donations can help 

avoid having to use garbage bags or other containers for 

the belongings they are able to bring with them.  Bring 

lightly used suitcases, duffels and/or backpacks to the 

meeting Wednesday, February 25.  Kathleen Kress will be 

there to accept and haul the donations away!  

     FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS                          

Merry McCalley   2/1                                                    

 Bob Himes  2/23                                                             

  Irene Heath  2/3  

THANK YOU CAROL DAVIS                                         

FOR INSTALLING OUR  

OFFICERS                                    

Once again our elected offi-

cers have been well installed 

for the coming year by Carol 

Davis.  Her light yet sincere 

touch is greatly appreciated 

by all.  

 Thank you Carol!! 

Immediate Past Pres., Ben Goossen; V. Pres., Stu Koch; Pres., Sandra  

Larson; Secretary, Dolly Hei (standin Trish Goossen); Treas., Steve 

McCalley 
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ATTENTION: Ambassadors to Ashville, N.C. 2005    

Remember what a wonderful time we had in Ashville, seeing 

the Biltmore Estate, sunset at Jump Off Rock (no sunset, it 

was foggy),  and the wonderful playing of the bagpipes, the 

boat tour and our wonderful hosts.  WELL, they are coming 

here March 24 and leaving June 1 for an exchange in Santa 

Barbara , and then on to San Francisco.   

There will be 15 of them, so we need hosts.  Please email 

me at mglass@copper.net  or phone 758-2537.  It will be 

great to thank them for the great time we had in their town 

and show them our town and county.    

And even if you did not go  to Ashville and would like to meet 

some wonderful people and host them, please put your 

name on the list to host.  You get to know the guests indi-

vidually when you hostñit adds to your enjoyment of Friend-

ship Force.  Four days is a short exchangeña good time for a 

new host to enjoy making new friends.                                            

Marie Krause, ED                   

ATTENTION FORMER BOY SCOUTS           

Please call  (871-5212) or email 

(nedgilfil@sbcglobal.net) to let me know who 

you are.  Since we are helping plan the 2010 

Boy Scout Jamboree in Washington D.C.  I 

would like to know how many former mem-

bers we have in our club.  The Boy Scouts will be providing 

our meeting on April 22, so everyone please plan to attend.                                                                                        

Nedra Gilfillan 

OLD FRIENDS   Bob and Betty Newman have recently 

moved back to Bakersfield from the Lake Isabella area.  

Their address is 5900 Burke Way, 93309. Phone is 

834-1778 .  They have not rejoined so will not be on 

the next membership list. 

IF YOU STILL HAVENõT PAID YOUR DUES,  WE WILL 

STILL TAKE YOUR MONEY AT THE FEB. MEETING. 

NEED COMPUTER HELP OR TRAINING? 

Would you like someone to tutor you as you struggle to mas-

ter Photoshop or some other computer software program?  

Maybe you need help in basic computer skills such as word 

processing?  Maybe you have hundreds of digital photos that 

you have put on your computer but have no idea how to or-

ganize .  Most of the members have computers, but few of us 

have sufficient skill to maximize their use. 

At the Feb. meeting the board voted to begin a column in the 

monthly newsletter that focuses on computers.   It also de-

cided to seek out ways of helping individuals improve their 

computer skills. 

In order for this to be successful the club needs to know what 

you want, what you need.  Send Sandy and email letting her 

know what you would like to see.  Speak to any member of 

the board at the next meeting about what you need in the 

way of computer training.  Look for a box at the entrance ta-

ble where you can submit your questions, your needs and 

your suggestions on this topic. 

Iõm sure  there is all the expertise we need among the mem-

bers.  We hope that we will be able to help all of us improve 

our computer skills.                                                                   

Bob Laramee 

Sea of Okhotsk 

HURRAH FOR LAS VEGAS 

Thank you to Claudia Keith and her committee for a super 

domestic exchange with twelve members of the Friendship 

force Club of Las Vegas.  Superbowl parties, a trip to the 

coast, and local adventures filled three fun days with time 

for getting acquainted as well.  Great work everyone. 

Nancy Hazle with new  friend 

from Las Vegas 

Docent with owl.  Visit to 

CALM.  Las Vegas exchange. 


