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Friendship Force of             

Kern County                             

PO Box 2552                            

Bakersfield, CA  93303            

www.ffkern.org 

Greetings to all fellow club members.  I guess I will be sharing a       

few tidbits with you now and then as the new year 2010 unfolds 

before us.  Since Caroline is down under with her hubby, John, I 

am privileged to begin the presidentõs message.  Actually I guess I 

am not quite official since our installation of officers has not yet 

taken place.  I do hope you will join us on January 27 for that 

event as well as other delightful items.  

It will be time for òChileó and crackers! Doesnõt that sound good 

at this chilly time of the year?  You will have your choice of 

vegetarian and the meat version of this hot dish.  We will even 

have grated cheese and onions to accompany your chili.  

Join us and hear about what is coming up in 2010 in Friendship 

Force Kern County!  

Chuck Switzer, Co - President  



     CALENDAR 2010  

 

 

General Meeting                                      January 27                                                                             

Houston, TX Inbound                            February 26 

Cardiff, Wales Outbound                        June  

Leicestershire, UK Inbound                   September  

Lamphun, Thailand Outbound  November                                    
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INBOUND EXCHANGE WITH HOUSTON  

Arriving Friday, February 26, 2010  

We need people to host these Texas ambassa-

dors and people willing to open their homes for 

the potlucks.  

Look for the sign - up sheets at our January 

meeting or contact me at 835 - 9434.  

Mark your calendars and join in the fun.  

Nancy Hazle                                        

Inbound Exchange Director  

ALERT!!! 

For those of us   travel-

ing it is a must to buy 

insurance.  Friendship 

Force has a link on 

their reservation page for the Interna-

tional Conference that links to Travel 

Guard Insurance Company. They offer 

an annual premium but it does not 

cover Cancellation, so be aware of 

this. Be sure you know what coverage 

you are paying for!!!!   

GENERAL MEETING  

Yõall Come to the January general meeting!   

 When:   January 27                  

       6:30 p.m.             

 Where:  Mt. Vernon 

           Veterans Hall 

 Vittles:  Chile and    

            Crackers       

 Program: Hear about 

the recent exchange to Chile 

with extensions to the Galapagos Islands and   

Machu Picchu.  Also, it is time to install a 

new slate of officers.  Once again, Carol 

Davis has agreed to be in charge of the    

installation, and she never fails to find a 

clever way to make this happen.  
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For the third time in 5 years, the Friendship Force of Kern County has hosted an Open World contingent from Russia. This 

year, ten Russians, two translators and a representative from the State Department arrived on Saturday, December 12 after 

visiting Washington, DC where they met Congressman Kevin McCarthy. 

The delegates had a full schedule of events for the week that included a 

visit to the Kern County Emergency Operations Center, a meeting with the 

Board of Supervisors including a tour of the Kern County Government    

Complex. They also met with local media representatives of radio and T.V .  

A tour of Dream Center and Coffee House provided information on a        

program to assist at risk youth, especially foster youth now living independ-

ently.  They were welcomed by Christine Lizardi Frazier, Superintendent of 

Schools in Kern County. 

BARC, is the educational and work services provider for persons with developmental disabilities. Jim Baldwin, President,  

presented an overview and a tour of the facility and provided information on the program.   

They also toured CSUB and were welcomed by the president, Dr. Mitchell who discussed CSUBõs role as a òCommunity    

Partneró and provided the delegates with a guided tour of the new Math/Science building, as well as the  Student Center. 

Representatives of Chief William Rector, of the Bakersfield Police Department, conducted 

a tour of the Bakersfield Police Activities League, a charitable organization formed by  

police officers to prevent juvenile delinquency, including gang  prevention.   The opportu-

nity for interaction  was appreciated by youngsters and  Russians alike.  A tour of the   

Bakersfield Police Department K-9 facility and range provided a chance to participate in 

demonstrations by the police departmentõs canine team, the bomb squad and firearms 

simulator.  

Delegates participated in a panel discussion including Kern County District Attorney Ed 

Jagels, County Public Defender Art Titus, a couple of Bakersfield Police Commanders, 

Kern County Sheriff  Donnie Youngblood, and a local judge. The primary topic was how 

agencies are held accountable to the public. 

Job shadowing experiences for half of a day were provided for the delegates based upon their interests, and included part-

nering with agriculture, small business, government, public service, art and newspaper publishing.  

The Bakersfield Chamber of Commerce provided lunch and a debriefing of the whole 

experience for the delegates.  

It wasnõt all work though. The delegates were given time to shop, to visit the Christ-

mas lights at CALM, a barbeque at the Igerõs , a buffet at Hodels, dinner at the 

Doubletree Hotel, a concert of Manheim Steamroller at the Rabobank and finally they 

joined the members of Friendship Force in a Christmas party at the Guild House. 

With the generous support of our local community, home hosts and the efforts of 

many members, under the leadership of  members Brian and Kay Pitts,  Kern County 

FF once again provided a varied and rich program of interactive activities  between 

the delegates and local agencies and persons. We did it folks!                                                               

By Bob Laramee 

 

Goossens and Guests 

Gene Clark and guest 

OPEN WORLD VISIT 


