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At the July regular meeting, it will be my pleasure to join others in telling about the recently 
completed Global Exchange to South Wales, UK.  In this article, Iôd like to review a little 
club history.  It turns out we have a connection to Wales that most current members will 

have either forgotten or never knew! 

When we were getting ready to celebrate our 20th anniversary as a chartered club, founding 
father Jim Mueller wrote that he had read about Friendship Force in an article in PARADE 
magazine before there were any clubs in California.  Then some years later the Bakersfield 
Californian published an article about the Friendship Force of Las Vegas which was      

planning an exchange to Cardiff.  

Jim relates that Cardiff was just an add-on to their basic goal, which was to visit friends in 
Somerset, but they were very taken with the Friendship Force home hosting experience.  In 
fact, Jim relates that, ñThe experience in Cardiff was profound and when it came time to 
leave we were not really ready to go to see our old friends yet.ò  Thus were the seeds of the 

Friendship Force of Kern County planted!! 

When the Muellers returned home, they got together with Shirley and Bob Taylor of        
Bakersfield who were also on the exchange to Cardiff.     
Together, they reserved a room at the Kern County Library 
and invited everyone they knew who might be interested in 
an organization with an international connection.  With a 
very satisfactory turnout, and assistance from members of 
the Los Angeles FF Club and FFI in Atlanta, it wasnôt long     

before the club in Bakersfield received its charter. 

However, even before our club was officially chartered, the 

Cardiff connection comes again into our history.   

As Jim said, ñthe potential club members jumped in and 
did a bang up time in hosting.ò  The organizing group in 
Kern County received a request from the Las Vegas FF 
Club to help out by providing home hosting for three ladies 
from Wales.  I have to say the South Wales club returned the favor in their hosting of the 

FFI Global Exchange June 8-15, 2010!  We had a wonderful time.  

 Best wishes in Friendship,  Sandy Larson 

SANDY     

 SEZé 

Friendship Force of Wales 
Club President and ED, 

Maureen Smith with Kern 
County ED Sandra Larson 
festively attired for the fare-

well event . 



        CALENDAR 2010     

General Meeting                               July 28                     

Leicestershire, UK Inbound           September  23-30     

FF International  Conference          October 16-18 

Lamphun, Thailand Outbound       November 15 
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JULY BIRTHDAYS 

    Caroline and John West   7/1            

    George Larson    7/2 

    Stu Koch   7/5 

    Phyllis Campbell 7/26 

    Bob Barnett 7/30 

    Jess Karr 7/31 

COME ONEñCOME ALL 

The July meeting promises to be very interest-

ing.  Weõll hear about the recent exchange to 

Cardiff, Wales, complete with side show.  And 

donõt forget about the food: Subway sand-

wiches, salads, watermelon, and cookies.  

Ummm! 

       Wed. July 28      Mt. Vernon Vets Hall     

 6:30 p.m.   

                 George, Glen, John Lee and Pamela 

We were treated to a cream tea after a quick tour 

of the 13th century guild house and Roman ruins in 

downtown Chester. Then whisked to the train     

station for return trip to London. 

Kern County Co-President Caroline West and the Goossens 

enjoying food and scenery on the deck at the welcome 

event for the South Wales exchange. 

Thailand Exchange:   

The exchange to Lamphun has been expanded to    

include Bangkok.  We are scheduled to be in Bang-

kok November 10-15 and then to Lamphun Novem-

ber    15-22.  Bangkok has many cultural landmarks 

and attractions and its entertainment venues are syn-

onymous with eroticism. 

 Lamphun, in the north, has ancient sites and relics 

and Buddha statues.  Elephant Nature Park is also 

close by.  With the addition of Bangkok the deposit is 

$600.  If you haven't already, feel free to join us.     

Ben Goossen, ED 


