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Six of us are just returned from the West-

ern Region Leadership Conference hosted by 

the Friendship Force of Reno -Tahoe.   It was 

a very well done conference with lots of op-

portunity to renew friendships and share 

ideas.   

CEO/President George Brown delivered an 

inspirational key note speech describing his 

own commitment to the goals of Friendship 

Force and congratulating our region for the 

innovative activities implemented by our 

clubs.  

Our club has a lot of activities planned for 

the next thirty days starting with the gen-

eral meeting on Wednesday May 27!   Bring a 

friend to hear Lee Clark tell of his Latin 

American adventures and for delicious trays 

of TAPAS from Mexicali.   The telephone 

committee will be calling you!  

You are on your own to get signed up for the 

Western North Carolina exchange.   I highly 

recommend the farewell dinner!   It isnõt ex-

actly one of those òdinners in a California 

vineyardó that folks pay hundreds of dollars 

for, but it will be pretty darn close, and is an 

event not to be missed.    If you are going to 

be around at the end of the month, get your 

reservation information to Marie Krause be-

fore it is too late.   

The domestic exchange is followed by the 

international exchange with Hannover, Ger-

many. 

The ambassadors arrive June 16, and a 

super program is planned for their 

visit.    In the few weeks between the 

two exchanges, many of our members are 

traveling to Oregon and on to Washing-

ton for the Asia Pacific òWine and 

Rosesó Festival. 

I hope I will see many of you several 

times over the next several weeks as we 

host these two exchanges.   Let me know 

if you have any questions.  

In Friendship,                                                                                        

Sandy Larson, President   

 

 

 

 

  

PS --  A new banner has been purchased 

to use for welcoming guests, and adver-

tising our presence at events held in pub-

lic places.   Keep it in mind if you are in 

charge.  Usually it will reside at the 

home of the president and will be avail-

able just by making a phone call!   

  

Peggy Stolz dancing 

with  Western Re-

gional  Field Rep. , 

Mike  Gittleman at 

Reno Conference. 



CALENDAR 2009   

Western Regional Leadership Conf.            May 4-6 

Western North Carolina Inbound      May 28-June 1  

Asia Pacific Wine and Roses                       June 4ð8    

Hannover, Germany Inbound                  June 16-23                                                                

Edmonton, Canada Festival                 August 19-28  

La Serena, Chile Outbound                       October 3  

International Conf. in Okinawa               Nov. 19-22 
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Meet C. Lee Clark, a new 

member of Kern County Friendship 
Force. Lee has a unique background; 
while he was in an American family, 
he had relatives in Latin America and 
traveled extensively even as a child. 
He earned a Bachelorõs Degree from 
The Ohio State University. He has a 
Masters and a PhD in Anthropology  
with an emphasis on Latin American 
Art and Culture.   

Dr. Clark spent many years as an 
anthropologist studying in Teothua-
can, Mexico while teaching for Kent 

State University and later the Universidad de Las Americas. He 
then served as a Professor and Dean at the University in Mex-
ico City and Choluls, Mexico. 

Dr. Clark came to know many of the great artists in Mexico 
during the 1960s. Returning to the states in the 1970s, he has 
taught intermittently and served as a museum  curator and gal-
lery owner. 

He has long been involved in appraising 19th and 20th Century 
American and European art. He is one of the few qualified ap-
praisers of Latin American fine and folk art. 

Let us welcome C. Lee Clark. He is brings to our chapter a rich 
and varied background. He is someone this writer would like 
to get to know. 

  APRIL BIRTHDAYS                 MAY BIRTHDAYS        

10  Freida Jackson             2  Nancy Hazel                  

13 Claudia Keith              10  Lyle Carter                   

24  Millie Gibson                        16 Marguerite Ferdinand  

28  Ana Lúcia Chiles          19  Eilene Krauter            

            23  Hildie Elges                                                                                                            

THE GROUP IS GROWING, WANT TO JOIN US? 

Friendship Ambassadors:  Five ambassadors are scheduled 

to make the trip to Machu Picchu.  There is still time to join 

the group and enjoy this world tour site.  The extension 

runs four nights, Oct. 16-19, with return flight to LAX.  The 

price is $976.50 with a deposit of $300. due within two 

weeks.  The tour will include city tours in Cuzco and Lima. 

Contact Bob Himes at 599-3456 or email at 

erlnkat@att.net.   

 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON IN (near) THE VINEYARD  

The deadline for the North Carolina exchange signups is 

upon us!!! Donõt miss the FAREWELL DINNER at the home 

of Donna Rogers in the country near Wasco (where we had 

our wonderful Christmas Dinner).  If you were at the 

Christmas Party, remember how peaceful and beautiful the 

garden looked even in winter.  The date is Sunday afternoon, 

May 31, 4:00 p.m.                                                            

All hosts and ambassadors are expected to be there, but we 

hope other members will be there too.  We canõt wait until 

our regular meeting to make these reservations because the 

delegation arrives the next day!! Please communicate with 

the ED, Marie Krause right away!!  PHONE: 758-2537, 

mglass@copper.net  It will help her to know that you are 

coming and if you will be bringing a dessert or salad for 10, 

or contributing $10.00 toward expenses. 

                     Look Who Is In the Spotlight 

 
   Did you happen to notice the article on one of our members, 

Greg Iger, in the Sunday, March 15th edition of the Bakersfield 

Californian? The Californian noted the completion of a major wall 

décor at Bakersfield Memorial Hospital by Greg, photographer 

extraordinaire and owner of the Iger Studio.  

   The Iger Studio was contracted to photograph local landmarks 

and historically significant businesses for the lobbies, waiting 

lounges and patient rooms inside the five- story addition to the 

hospital.  He also added large framed prints of landscaper photo-

graphs selected from his òBuena Vista IIó as well as new nature 

images of Kern County. 

   When next you have occasion to visit Bakersfield Memorial 

Hospital be sure to check out the work done by Greg Iger. 

 

ALERT FFI ALERT FFI ALERT FFI 

In costume at the 

dinner table.  Reno 

Conference.   

Bonnie Wahl, Caroline 

West, Nedra Gilfillan, 

Peggy Stolz. 
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         WESTERN  REGIONAL CONFERENCE  

May 4-6, 2009          Reno, Nevada 

Nedra Gilfillan drove  Caroline 
West , Peggy Stolz and I to the con-
ference.  She  picked us up early Sun-
day morning, with an y interesting 
itinerary to Reno. We stopped at her 
friendõs house in Independence for 
coffee, and saw where she  lived for 6 
years.  We stopped in Bishop for a 
picnic lunch, visited the famous 
Schatõs Bakery for ògoodiesó, and on 
to Convict Lake and around the June 
Lake loop as Nedra told about the 
area. 

Monday morning we walked along the  òRiver Walkó and 
saw the sights of Reno. That evening , dressed in our cos-
tumes, we registered for the conference and had an informal 
cocktail hour, meeting new and old FF friends.  The theme 
for the Welcoming Dinner was òCelebrating with Cultural 
Dressó. Loren Hart, Conference Chair welcomed all.  After a 
delicious dinner,  there was a parade of costumes from vari-
ous regions ð almost all present were in costume.  Our sur-
prise entertainment was a òbelly danceró ð she was great! 

Tuesday morning ð Continental breakfast and late registra-
tion.  We were again welcomed and greeted by various com-
mittee members of Reno/Tahoe FF, reminding us òPEACE 
BEGINS WITH A SMILEó!  Master of Ceremonies, Linda 
Sediguchi and Bruce Mitchener presented the various 
speakers.  Topics discussed: Celebrating Citizen Diplomacy; 
Publicity ð presented by our very own Sandra Larson; Mem-
bership Recruitment; Exchanges; Finances/Fundraising; 
*Celebrating Cultures of the World; Members with Unique 
Cultural Experiences ð òDiscover Indiaó by Christopher 
Smith, FF Sacramento; òFriendly Nepaló by Elinor Berger, 
Pres. FF Reno/Tahoe; plus 2 round table discussions. 

*Susie Bender, PH.D., Director International Students and 
Scholars, University of Nevada ð Dr. Bender stated there 
are over 625,000 Exchange Students in the USA, which at-
tracts more foreign students than any country. Students 
from 70 countries attend the UNR campus.  Four students 
from 3 countries, spoke to our group about their time spent 
at UNR, their studies and goals, and how they cope being 
away from their families.  

The keynote speaker at the Farewell Dinner was Dr. 
George Brown., President and CEO of FF International.  
Our own Sandra and Nedra won 2 of the 3 door prizes. 

Wednesday, our group went to Virginia City. Then back to 
our hotel and ready for dinner at the El Dorado, and the 
comedy show, òMenopause the Musicaló.  Nedra, Sandra and 
Caroline participated in the dance after show with the 4 
stars of the show. 

What a wonderful experience ð from beginning to the end!   

               Reported by Bonnie Wahl 

GENERAL MEETING 

Wednesday, May 27                                                                 

Speaker: Lee Clark :  òMY 50 YEARS OF TRAVELING IN                             

LATIN  AMERICAó  (Note: This is not ordinary tourist travel-

ing.) 

Refreshments: MEXICALI TAPAS SUPPER (finger foods, local 

fruits, salsa and chips, guacamole & beverage)                

$5.00 per person 

New Zealand Afterglow 

  

            Last October when a group of us went to New Zealand 

for three weeks, we were hosted first in Hamilton , North Island 

then in Blenheim on the South. While in Blenheim my room-

mate, Del Reimer, and I were day hosted by a couple named Sue 

and Peter Thomson. After meeting the mayor, having a group 

photo done and planting a tree, we two set out with our hosts for 

nearby Havelock and the Mussel Pot Café where we lunched on 

the green mussels for which the area is famous. During the 

course of a sightseeing tour around Havelock and along Peloris 

Sound we learned from Peter about two men who were educated 

in Havelock and later became famous rocket scientists ï William 

Pickering and Ernest Rutherford. The Thomsons showed us a 

monument to the two men and spoke of them with pride. There 

was more sight seeing through the afternoon and Del and I appre-

ciated very much their kind attention to us. When we returned 

home, I went online and found an original issue of a Time maga-

zine from 1963 featuring a cover photo of Pickering , with an 

eight page story about him inside. I bought it and sent it to the 

Thomsons, a gift of gratitude for their generosity to us. Recently 

I received a thank you from them and they were very pleased 

with the gift and amazed that it was available after forty-six 

years. After copying the front page and the article for themselves, 

they donated the magazine to the Marlborough regionôs Histori-

cal Archives, making it the oldest document about Pickering in 

their collection, and so it is now available to others who are inter-

ested in research of their famous former resident. And this is an 

example of how the worldwide web of friendship is created 

through Friendship Force exchanges. 

  

                                                                        Dolly Hei 

  

Old & New Scouts at 

the April FF Meeting. 

Lookõn Good! 



WHAT IS FRIENDSHIP 

FORCE?                                       

The Friendship Force is a non-profit 

organization sponsoring people to people 

exchanges of individuals and families to 

over fifty nations of the world. It brings 

people of the world together through home 

hospitality experiences that can build 

lasting bonds of friendship  

www.ffkern.org 
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FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF KERN 

COUNTY                                  

PO BOX 2552                         

BAKERSFIELD, CA 93303  

OFFICERS 2009  

President, Sandra Larson 746 - 6056                              Secretary, Dolly Hei 746 - 4107     

Vice President, Stu Koch, 822 - 4795                        Treasurer, Steve McCalley 587 - 4840                   

    Past President, Ben Goossen 746 - 4789                                    

       At Large, Jody Miller, 831 - 0387  

      STANDING COMMITTEES                                                               

Director of Exchanges   George Larson       746 - 6056          

Membership     Nedra Gilfillan      871 - 5212          

Exchange Treasurer          Marie Krause          758 - 2537          

Birthday Celebration         Bob Himes       664 - 0702         

Hospitality     Phyllis Campbell      832 - 1586          

Website           Lyle Carter             746 - 2995         

Publicity           Caroline West      325 - 6223        

Telephone           Julia Linfesty      831 - 0629        

Newsletter          Joan Florence            808 - 5133        

Raffle                           Chuck Switzer                            588 - 4553          

Interclub      Judy Chase       854 - 3956          

Supplies Inventory    Hildie Elges       871 - 3442  

EXCHANGE DIRECTORS                                                          

2008 Inbound Thailand, Ben Goossen,746 - 4789                                               

2008 Outbound New Zealand, Bob Laramee, 588 - 1463                                                                 

2008 Inbound Canada, Claudia Keith, 324 - 1239                                             

2009 Inbound Domestic Las Vegas, Claudia Keith, 324 - 1239                                     

2009 Inbound Hannover, Germany, Frieda Jackson, 873 - 9661                                     

2009 Inbound Domestic, Western North Carolina, Marie Krause, 758 - 2537                              

2009 Outbound La Serena, Chile,  Chuck Switzer,  588 - 4553                                  

2009 Inbound  Western North Carolina,  758 - 2537                             


