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HELLO EVERYONE!  

 I am glad to be back in home territory. Australia is always fun and 

special but it was summer and hot and humid.   Enjoying the beaches was 

the thing to do!!!    We did go to New Zealand and saw our 

long time friends there.  They enjoyed having our club visit 

them. I was glad I got back in town in time to participate 

in the Houston exchange.   Our visitors were pleased with 

the arrangements that Nancy and her team put together, 

and got a great insight into our county!!  I especially liked 

what Mr. Krauter had to say as he was explaining the 

money problems of our state.   I learned a lot, but then I always do with 

Friendship Force! The farewell party at Ana Luciaõs lovely home was so 

much fun, and she and Geovana did a super job providing for us. Of 

course, the Chinese food and wonderful cake provided by Sandy was   

delicious!  We were all having so much fun that we missed singing the 

Friendship Force farewell song.   Guess we will save it for the next     

exchange. We have busy times coming up, and I hope you all will      

participate as much as you can!   

Yours in Friendship,  Caroline   

     ITõS A GO!!                                                                                                          

Our board has voted to accept the outbound  exchange  with  Hay River, Canada  in 

September 2010 .  So start thinking about whether you can join this group.  More 

details in future newsletters.  

 

      

 MUSINGS FROM CAROLINE  



     CALENDAR 2010  

 

General Meeting                                   March 24                       

Cardiff, Wales Outbound                     June  

Leicestershire, UK Inbound                September       

Hay River, Canada Outbound            September  

FF International  Conference              October 16-18 

Lamphun, Thailand Outbound           November 15 
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                      MARCH MEETING 

When:         Wednesday, March 25, 6 -9 p.m.             

Where:        Mt. Vernon Veteransô Hall        

Speaker:     from ñVeteransô Affairsò to      

         inform us about the new            

         Bakersfield Veteransô Cemetery.          

Food:          POTLUCK, Potluck, potluck,   

         Each and every memberôs        

         favorite international food/dish.  It 

         can be main dishes, finger food, 

         salads, desserts, breakfast,      

         dinner, supper.   

 

 

March Birthdays 

Mary Anne Dixon       2                                               

Annelies Young        13                                               

Bob Laramee           16                                                

Joan Pracy                17                                             

Richard Dixon           23                                        

Glen Krauter             31                                     

PUT ON YOUR THINKING CAPS FOR 2011  

We have an inbound ògrandparent/grandchildó exchange scheduled for the 2nd week of August 

2011.  We will have children and grandparents, mainly from Japan and Germany.  The age range 

has been specified at 12 - 16. Do you have grandchildren in that age range? Would you like to be 

on the planning committee?? Contact Sandra Larson, slworks@hotmail.com  

THAILAND EXCHANGE  

Applications and deposit due April 1  

Exchange Director, Ben Goossen, asks 

that all club members desiring to join the 

exchange to Thailand in November of 2010 

please complete an application and make a 

$400 deposit by April 1 so he will know 

how many of our own members want to 

come along.  We are already getting de-

posits and applications from members of 

other clubs!!  

He will have forms available at the March 

meeting. If you canõt be there, please    

contact him by phone: 661 - 746 - 4789  
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HOUSTON EXCHANGE A BIG SUCCESS! 

Our first inbound exchange with the Houston club has come and gone.  It was fun to see the Texans so surprised at the 

amount of agriculture and oil,  and they were impressed at all the beautiful flowers everywhere. (We did have to    

confess that our hills are not green all the time.)  

 At the welcome breakfast at Hodelôs it was exciting for those of us who went on the outbound exchange to Houston a 

year ago to see old friends again. After breakfast a group of us went on a guided tour of Minter Field in Shafter. It was 

fascinating and we all agreed we'll have to do it again. Following a brief stop at the Crystal Palace , we took them to 

the Kern County Museum oil exhibit.   They had no idea Bakersfield produced so much oil and had never learned how 

it is produced.  Even though when we think of Houston we think of oil, they have predominantly executive offices 

there and not miles of oil wells pumping oil.  By evening we were ready for dinner at Wool Growers.  As always, the 

food was wonderful.  Sunday was a free day and by Monday, with all of us rested, we were hosted by the Larsons for 

coffee and donuts and much more.   Then we headed off to Cambria to Hearst Castle and a stop to view the elephant 

seals.  George Larson was on hand as our private docent and he certainly made it interesting and fun too.  Tuesday 

started early with our group meeting with the Board of Supervisors where they proclaimed Tuesday as World Friend-

ship Day in Bakersfield.  Following that we took a walking tour to the Amtrak station and to Beale Library to see 

Greg Iger's photo display, then we met at Mexicali for lunch.  Our farewell dinner was held Tuesday evening at the 

home of Ana Lucia Chiles.  Sandy also explained about the founding of Friendship Force in recognition of World 

Friendship Day.  Chinese food was catered which was marvelous.  Everyone had a nice evening, exchanging stories 

with the Houston ambassadors and saying good-byes.  On Wednesday the Houstonites were off to Santa Barbara for 

the next leg of their 4-club exchanges including San Diego and Orange County clubs.  For those who didn't participate 

you really missed a lot of fun with a lot of very nice people.                                                                                             

 

 

At Minter Field Tour Houston Ambassadors at Bakersfield sign near                     

Crystal Palace 


