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What a pleasure it was to greet our
ambassadors returning from the New
Zealand exchange. They were on the
whole more than a bit tired, but glow-
ing with praise for the adventure. Ex-
change Director Bob Laramee will or-
ganize participants to present a brief
summary of their experience at our
January 28th meeting. I look forward
to it.

January will be our next meeting as we
do not meet in November or December,
but I hope to see many of you at the
Holiday Open House on Sunday after-
noon, December 7th. Deadline for
reservations is before Thanksgiving, so
get your check in the mail to Marie
Krause soonl!

Thank you for your replies to the poll
on what parts of the world you could
see yourself visiting in 2010. Turkey,
Germany, Belgium and the Netherlands
came in tied at the top of the list,
with Canada, France, England and
Scotland following in that order. Sev-
eral said anywhere in the world would
be just fine, and that is good, because
we never know what countries are
available for matching with USA Clubs
in a given year. Of course we hope for
our first choice which is to visit the
Thailand club that visited us earlier
this year.

If you are interested in Ireland, con-
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tact my good friend Laurie Ann Scott
who is leading a "DISCOVER Ireland”
exchange in March. Many of you have
seen Laurie Ann in action at our re-
gional conferences, and know she is a
competent leader and great fun as well.
For a destination closer to home, con-
sider the Asian Pacific Festival June 4-
8. Another good friend, Rita Powell, is
heading up this opportunity, and several
of our members are already registered
to attend!
I look forward to seeing you on Decem-
ber 7thl

Sandy

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE

You are invited to bring an un-
wrapped toy to be delivered to the
Toys for Tots program to our Holi-
day open House on Sunday, De-
cember 7, 2:00-4:00 p.m. at the
home of Donna Rogers.

Directions: North on Highway 99 to
Highway 46. West towards Wasco
3.5 miles. North on Smith 250 feet!
Please clip! - -----------------

Name(s)

Number attendng

Please RSVP.

Send check for $10/person

by Nov. 24 to Marie Krause, 28747
McCombs Ave.,
Wasco CA 93280

www. ffkern.org




(New Zealand continued from pg 3)

CALENDAR 200&i 2009

We traveled around the shores of Lake Wakatipu and across
the countryside to Te Ana, then to the Fiordland National Park [f Holiday Open House December 7
and to Milford Wharf. We cruised the sound in pouring rain andf Hannover, Germany Inbound

were entranced by the many waterfalls that surrounded the La Serena, Chile Outbound

sound. After the cruise we boarded our coach and headed to  § Western Regional Conference May64 2009
Queenstown. On the way back to our hotels, we were followed § Asia Pacific Festival: Wine & Roses June8&t 2009

by a magnificent rainbow that all of us wanted to photograph Edmonton. Canada Festival August 128, 2009
along with the natural scenery. ’ ’

On the morning of our last full day in New Zealand we boarded
four-wheel drive vehicles. We visited the spectacular back- LET US MARK YOU PAID!l

drops shown in Lord of the Rings. We drove through rivers ang BE PREPARED TO PAY YOUR DUES :
streams, historical one lane roads that climbed the mountains AT THE CHRISTMAS PARTY @
in sharp curves and we stopped at a number of magnificent $45/Single $60,/Couple

viewpoints. That afternoon some of us wrote journals, and pre-

pared to leave while others tried bungee jumping or jet skiing. DUES ARE DUE!!!

At dinner that evening we said our goodbyes to Maurice, our . - . .

bus driver and guide. He had become a real member of the Aoa fede Fesial we arg Hoses

group and our saying goodbye to our new friend made us all June 48, 2009 Est. Cost: $800 USD
realize that our time in this special land had come to an end. Contact: Rita Powell powellfam4@hughe$.net
Three weeks in a land filled with natural beauty and the friend- 1-503-831-3755

liest of people was over. CKS CNRASYRAKAL TFWilkmdte &y h NG 3 2
Bob Laramee, Exchange Director welcomes you to the lush growing land of the valley. Duf-

ing the Festival you will stay in Salem, the State Capital. | At

* R, 3 # W& | | the height of the roseblooming season you will attend the
oo world famous Grand Floral Parade in Portland, the City qf

* roses.

FRIENDSHIP FORCE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCEfR GOLD COAST, AUSTRALIA
October 2-5, 2008

John and Caroline West, and Ben and Patricia Goossen attended the International Conference in Australia. The highlights
for us were the members we have hosted before or who hosted us, as well as making new friends. Sharing meals and visit-
ing and revisiting memories makes friendships the highlight of any Friendship Force event.

Much attention was given to our oObrandd6, or new | ogoa
and | brought back some to be sold to our members for $10. They can be purchased at the Christmas Party or at January
meeting. The theme of the conference was 0The Next G
younger members. A new language, the internet was considered, using websites, e-mail, facebook, etc. The next genera-
tion looks to adventure and excitement. Interests are planned that include topics such as education, music, activity, and
adventure. Home stays, however, are always the heart of Friendship Force. Possible exchanges may be education oriented,
such as we did with Lamphun, Thailand; humanitarian, ecco-tourism, inter-faith dialog, or cultural. FFI will be telling us
more about these ideas in the future. Clubs will have input into these opportunities as well.

Some time was given to assessing strengths of clubs using a strength and weakness assessment.

In 2007, 5,767 friendship ambassadors traveled between 58 countries with thousands serving as hosts. It is an exciting
time to be a member of Friendship Force International.

Ben Goossen
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\h /\4 Thanks to the efforts of our fellow
~= «g members, Friendship Force of Kern
| @ ) County continues to grow. Among the
newest members is Susan Eagle who

V\‘\ became acquainted with Friendship
Force through Ben and Trish Goossen.

Susan is already a traveler, having visited London, Paris,
Mexico, Victoria, Canada and many of the states in our
own country. She, of course, hopes to develop new friend-
ships and to have many new, wonderful experiences with
the Friendship Force world.

A single mother of a teen aged son, Susan volunteers at

her sonds school and in h W
comes new adventures and appreciates new friendships. Susan Eagle
Please welcome Susan Eagle to our club and make her photos of the flowers that surrounded us. Additionally,
feel at home. we had opportunities to mix with sheep and cattle and
were able to see the domesticated deer being raised for
NEW ZEALAND OUTBOUND EXCHANGE meat. Of course, we saw vineyards and all of us had
: . . opportunities to taste the many wines being made in
On Oct. 10th the Friendship Force of Kern County began its PP . y g .
. New Zealand. After six wonderful days and with many
exchange with New Zealand, where we were met by members .
~ : hugs, we s paraged from Igur hosts a}qld started a week's
of New Zeal andf6s Western Waikato cz u.b . or the next seven
tour of the South Island.

days we were warmly hosted and shown the highlights of the
area. It was early spring in there, and we were hypnotized by  And what a tour week that was! We traveled to Christ-

the beautiful gardens, especially the rhododendrons and the church and while there we visited the International Ant-
azaleas, both of which were in full bloom. We spent a day at arctic Center where we learned about the exploration of
Rotorua, a Maori village and were entertained with Maori the great Southern Continent. We also visited the Wil-

dance and music and shown how the traditional Maori skirt of  lowbank Wildlife Reserve and saw a variety of the ani-

flax leaves was made. A special treat was our visit to the Wai- mal and bird life found in New Zealand, including the

tomo limestone caves where we were treated to seeing the nocturnal Ki wi , New Zeal andds
glowworms as our boats slowly floated through the caves. The
highlight of the week were the microlight flights that we each
enjoyed. Continuing a Friendship Force tradition, all of us
joined with the New Zealand members for a number of lunches
and dinners so that no could claim to be hungry. All too soon it
was time for the Kern County group to head south for our next
exchange. We then rode through the lovely rainforest to the West
Coast. The journey continued southwards with the
Southern Alps rising sharply to the east and vistas of
the Tasman Sea to the west before arriving in Franz
Josef Village to see the Franz Glacier.

Following our stay in Christchurch we boarded the Trans

Alpine train which travels west across the sheep and
cropping farmlands of the Can
Pass in the might Southern Alps Mountain Range.

There we were met by our coach and driver once again.

We traveled for most of a day by train during which we were
able to observe the mountain chain that runs down the North
Island. We saw the huge expanse of New Zealand with its
many mountains, rivers and lakes. We arrived in Wellington for
the night and after a good rest boarded the ferry that would The next day, Labor Day in New Zealand, we boarded
take us to the South island for our second week of home stays. our coach and traveled towards Queenstown. Along
the way we saw more rain forests, lakes, more sheep
pastures and vinyards to the lakeside resort of Queens-
town and our final hotel for the stay

(continued on pg. 2)

We landed in Picton and were met by our hosts of the Marlbor-
ough Club who took us to Blenheim for our stay. Many of our
hosts had beautiful gardens and we now have hundreds of
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FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF KERN
COUNTY

PO BOX 2552
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93303

www.ffkern.org

WHAT IS FRIENDSHIP

FORCE?
The Friendship Force is a norprofit
organization sponsoring people to
people exchanges of individuals and
families to over fifty nations of the
world. It brings people of the world
together through home hospitality
experiences that can build lasting bond
of friendship

President, Sandra Larson 746 - 6056

Vice President, Marie Krause 758 - 2537
Past President, Ben Goossen 746
At Large, Jody Miller, 831

Director of Exchanges
Membership
Exchange Treasurer
Anniversary Celebration
Hospitality

Website

Publicity
Telephone

Newsletter

Raffle

Interclub

Supplies Inventory

EXCHANGE DIRECTORS

OFFICERS 2008

Secretary, Dolly Hei 746

Treasurer,Steve McCalley 587
- 4789

- 0387

STANDING COMMITTEES

George Larson
Nedra Gilfillan
Eilene Krauter
Bob Himes
Phyllis Campbell
Bob Laramee
Caroline West
Julia Linfesty
Joan Florence
Chuck Switzer
Judy Chase
Hildie Elges

746- 6056
871-5212
854-5671
664- 0702
832- 1586
588- 1463
325- 6223
831- 0629
808-5133
588- 4553
854 - 3956
871-3442

2007 Inbound Adelaide fiPhyllis Campbell 832 - 1586 2008 Outbound New Zealand, Bob Laramee

2007 Inbound Brazil - Chuck Switzer, 588 - 4553 588
2008 Inbound Canada, Claudia Keith

2007 Domestic Out ~ fiOrange County i

Nedra Gilfillan 871 -5212

2007 Open World fiPauline Larwood 871

2008 Inbound Thailand, Ben Goossen 746
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- 6090 2009 Outbound Chile, Chuck Switzer

- 4789 2009 Outbound Hannover, Germany

Frieda Jackson, 873
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