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FRIEND TO FRIEND

A% SANDY
Lo
s SEZ...
[ can’t believe it but it i's time alrea

for 2011!! At our meeting this month | will have forms available for you to

indicate which countries you would like to visit. Come prepared to do a bit of

| obbying with your friends if you have a
towards the top of the list. Think also if you would like to have two weeks of

home hosting on one exchange, or if you prefer one week at a time so that

there is ample time for individual travel before or after the home hosting

portion of the exchange. Two weeks are only available in a few countries

where there is a high ratio of clubs to requests.

| plan to take a little time at the meeting to review how the process works as
we do have a number of new members this year.

A highlight of our activities here at home is the program at our monthly

meetings. Stu Koch and his committee have arranged excellent programs this

year. Several have given us information about this area we live in.  That will
continue in September with a presentation about Tehachapi. Il " m sure we
all learn something new. Seeing our own neighborhood through the eyes of

others is one of the benefits of being active in our organization.

Thanks to Trish and Ben Goossen for the enjoyable
evening at our August meeting. Tr i sh’ s i
explore games that we can keep in mind to help us
bridge the language and culture gap when we are
hosting. It was great fun to listen to the various
groups entertaining one another at the various
tables. Thanks for everyone’'s
the fabulous finger food feast !!

We still have two more exchanges before the end of 2009. Chuck Switzer
with assistant Bob Himes will take a lively group to La Serena Chile with an ex-
tension to the Galapagos and Machu Pichu as well!!  That happens in

(continued on pg. 2)



SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

7 Jody Miller

1 Greg Hazle
19 Ann Barnett 19 Susan Eagle

25 Steve McCalley

(continued from pg. 1)

October. Then in December we are expecting the
young Russian leaders who will come with the
OPEN WORLD program. Christmas customs are a
lot of fun to share with visitors from other

countries. | wonder if Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus
will be available again this year for photo

ops!! (Steve and Merry McCalley, are you
listening? Kay and Brian Pitts, our EDs for the
exchange may be looking for you!)

September is our annual meeting as required by
our bylaws. We will vote on the following slate of
officers as proposed by the  nominating commit-
tee: Caroline West & Chuck Switzer, Co -
Presidents; Stu Koch, Vice President —Programs;
Dolly Hei, Secretary; Steve McCalley, Treasurer.

| look forward to seeing you all Wednesday,
September 23 !

In friendship,
Sandy

DUES ARE DUE FOR 2010!

Singles $45 Couples $60
We have two months to collect the dues at the meeting,
so | wanted to give you an early notice. You may also
send them to our PO Box 2552, Bakersfield, 93303. Or
make out your check and deposit in the box | will have
as you come in. Make check out to FF of Kern County.
Single $45 Couples $60. I really appreciate those who
take care of it without a call!
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CALENDAR 2009

General Meeting
Edmonton, Canada Festival
La Serena, Chile Outbound
Open World

August 26
August-P3

December 12
2010
Houston, TX Inbound
Cardiff, Wales Outbound
Leicestershire, UK Inbound

Lamphun, Thailand Outbound

Septembfgr
November

DOMESTIC EXCHANGES

Many thanks to Nancy Hazle who is stepping up to the
plate as ED for the Houston domestic exchargabas-
sadors are expected to arrive for a few days visit probably
late in FebruaryWe are hoping that the almond blossoms
will emerge just as they arrive!They will travel on to
Santa Barbara and Orange County to stay with clubs
thereatfter their visit with usThis is Nancy's first
exchange as EBnd | told her our tradition is ghe asks
for help she will get it, and | know she will find that to be
true. Domestic exchanges are a lot of furhey don't
take the place of international experiences, but sometimes
those other Americans sure do have a different cul-
ture!! My personal favorite is still the exchange with LA
when one of the ladies brought travelers checks because
she was so unsure of what she might find when she came
over the ridge!!, and | brought a healthy dose of apprehen-
sion with me when | traveled south to find there are
actually neighborhoodsown there, right in Los Angeles
for heaven'sake. We did finddifferences.Our guests
couldn't believe the sign on the door when they arrived for
a potluck-- it said, come on in, we are in the back
yard. Evidently you wouldn't want to give such an
invitation in Los Angeles neighborhooddBut their
neighborhoods include Venice Beach and so much
more. It was a great experience, righi?aybe we need to
repeat it for our new members!!

@ THELONE STARSTATE e=

www.ffkern.org



EDMONTON FESTIVAL REPORT

SEPTEMBER MEETING
In mid-August three Kern County Friendship Force mem-

bers, Bob Laramee, Jody Miller and Del Szczepkowskimet | Thi s mont hds meet i ng wi | |
up with 60 other FF members from some eight countries 6:30 p.m. at the Veterans Hall on Mt. Vernon.

in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada to celebrate the 10t anni-
versary of the Edmonton area Friendship Force club in a The speaker will be Charles Whited the president

Festival that would last nine dayS. During the festival we of the Historical Society and on the Tehachapi

tour © d Edmontonds Ch_i hato Wan’nninS Bolarfj.\qé V\ﬂll%pegkior?aﬁl é)sﬁe}ﬁts of il ag
early Ukrainian settlers of the area, and Hutterite commu- ) i :
Tehachapid railroads, history, flora, fauna, and the

nity with 138 members. In addition, we took part in the ;
celebration of Edmont onds fFLHiLhrgQae Festival, a kind of
munity party and enjoyed a concert of John Denver music.

We visited the |largest Fal WeSSTEENtsyilbefinggr | h
sumptuous Chinese banquet as well as a lunch cooked sandwiches, salads-all kinds,
and served by the Hutterites. and cookies/brownies and
It took 45 homes to house all of the ambassadors and drinks.
about half of the homes were in Edmonton and half in the
surrounding communities, especially St. Albert. There were
so many of us that we were divided into two groups that
way all of us could enjoy the same outings on alternate
days. We visited the badlands of Alberta and toured the
Royal Tyrrell Museum, an excellent paleontogical museum | Congratulations to all of us for the support we
where we saw a variety of dinosaur exhibits with many have been able to give to our international
mtera_ctlve stat_|ons where chllldren of z_all ages could organization!! We just sent $2000.00 to help
experience a dig or a recreation of a dinosaur skeleton. . .
We also were led on an excellent tour of the Aboriginal with general operating expenses and $1500
exhibit at the Royal Alberta Museum conducted by an ex- | specifically for the Legacy Fund. With our
pert who was both a trained anthropologist and an aborigi- help and that of many others around the
nal of Canada. world, even more will be able to be accom-
The goal of the festival was to highlight the diversity of plished keeping Friendship Force strong and
peoples and cultures of the Edmonton area. All of uscame | gpowing!l Information on the Legacy Fund will
Lﬂto contact with thg Aborlge.ngs, the Ukrawan heritage of be available at the meeting Wednesday, Sep-
e early settlers, diverse religious groups like the

Moravians and the Russian Orthodox and Russian Eastern | tember 23.
Rite Catholics. All three of us felt like we really got to know
the people, the geography and the significant buildings of
the area. Of course we also visited the largest inside Rick Steves, travel guru, has a 2009 book
shopping mall in North America where we walked until we .

Travel as a Political Act. Has anyone read
were exhausted.

It ? OTravel connects pe

The Edmonton Festival was a huge success and all three

of us made new friends. helps us fit more productively into a

We left Canada and Alberta hoping to return some day. We shrinking world. Americans who approach
have already suggested that Kern County Friendship Force | travel thoughtfully -as a political act -can
extend an invitation to the club in Edmonton to come to have the time of their lives and come

Kern County. We also made contacts for a possible . .
domestic exchange with a club in lowa. Who knows what home with a better understanding of the

will come next. Should you have the opportunitytoattend | i nt er connectedness of t

a Friendship Force Festival, do it; you will be glad you did. | j y s t how our nation fits
Reported by Bob Laramee
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FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF KERN
COUNTY

PO BOX 2552
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93303

www.ffkern.org

WHAT IS FRIENDSHIP
FORCE?

The Friendship Force is a norprofit
organization sponsoring people to people
exchanges of individuals and families to
over fifty nations of the world. It brings
people of the world together through hom
hospitality experiences that can build
lasting bonds of friendship

OFFICERS 2009

President, Sandra Larson 746 - 6056 Secretary, Dolly Hei 746
Vice President, Stu Koch, 822 - 4795 Treasurer, Steve McCalley 587
Past President, Ben Goossen 746 - 4789
At Large, Jody Miller, 831 - 0387

STANDING COMMITTEES

Director of Exchanges George Larson 746- 6056
Membership Nedra Gilfillan 871-5212
Exchange Treasurer Marie Krause 758- 2537
Birthday Celebration Bob Himes 664- 0702
Hospitality Phyllis Campbell 832- 1586
Website Lyle Carter 746- 2995
Publicity Caroline West 325- 6223
Telephone Julia Linfesty 831- 0629
Newsletter Joan Florence 808- 5133
Raffle Chuck Switzer 588 - 4553
Interclub Judy Chase 854 - 3956
Supplies Inventory Hildie Elges 871- 3442
EXCHANGE DIRECTORS

2008 Inbound Thailand, Ben Goossen,746 - 4789

2008 Outbound New Zealand, Bob Laramee, 588 - 1463

2008 Inbound Canada, Claudia Keith, 324 -1239

2009 Inbound Domestic Las Vegas, Claudia Keith, 324 -1239

2009 Inbound Hannover, Germany, Frieda Jackson, 873 - 9661

2009 Inbound Domestic, Western North Carolina, Marie Krause, 758

2009 Outbound La Serena, Chile, Chuck Switzer, 588 - 4553

2009 Inbound Open World, Brian & Kay Pitts, 588 - 8437

2010 Inbound Houston, TX, Nancy Hazle 835 - 9434
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