
A collaborative project exhibited in two countries

RUSSIA:
Udmart Museum of Fine Art

UNITED STATES:
Kern County Administrative Services



Their goal was to share with others what they observed during the 
OPEN WORLD/KERN COUNTY FF EXCHANGE 2007.

Despite geographic , cultural  and political bounda ries that separate us, 
our smiles show how much alike we really are.

ORIGINATORS:  Dina Baykova and Greg Iger



OPEN WORLD LEADERSHIP CENTER 
AT THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
www.openworld.gov

� OPEN WORLD brings young leaders to the United 
States to provide hands on experience with our way of 
life. 

� It is funded by the US Congress and has offices at the 
Library of Congress.

� Delegates are professionals in positions such as 
journalism, law, education, local government, NGO’s 
and more.  
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Delegations hosted by the Friendship Force of 
Kern County in 2005, 2007 and 2009.
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� a sad people,
interested only in working for money and never getting
out for any fun.

Greg said he had believed Russians were gray, grim,
and downtrodden.



They decided to share with the world through photos
what they had seen so clearly in person -- the people of
Russia and America are so alike.
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POST SCRIPT:

Watch for the pair of photos of two largely  
smiling women.  One is the curator of the 
exhibit in Russia.  The other is a woman living 
in Oildale, CA USA.  

We know for sure they are NOT the same 
person, but  we also know for sure the curator 
in Russia was startled to find her double in the 
American photos.



































The OPEN WORLD SMILES exhibit was brought to the FFI 
WORLD CONFERENCE in Washington DC  where it was 
available for delegates to view from October  16 – 18, 2010.



Many thanks to the  
many who made this 

exhibit possible .  

Special thanks to OPEN 
WORLD and Friendship 

Force International.



Thanks for viewing this exhibit.  If you 
have questions about any aspect of the 
project, contact Greg Iger through the 

Friendship Force of Kern County 
website, www.ffkern.org




